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the verb ; (2) syntax, (a) the noun, (6) the verb, (c) negatives, (</) 
sentence formation, (e) prepositions, (/) particles ; and an excursus on the 
hiatus ; chap. 3, special passages. 

There have been five printed editions of the letters, the last of which 
edited by Rudolph Herscher, appeared in 1873 and was accompanied 
by a critical apparatus. This apparatus was, however, meager and 
defective. For his work Dr. Fritz has used three manuscripts, viz., 
Parisinus 1039, Monacensis 490, and Monacensis 481, which he describes 
somewhat at length, laying most weight on the first. Living in 
troublous times at the end of the fourth and the beginning of the fifth 
century A. D., Synesius yet found time and desire to cultivate a fine 
Greek style, and succeeded to such an extent that he has not only been 
imitated by stylists since, but is the last author considered in the his- 
tory of Atticism. Some of the letters, which were evidently intended 
to be handed about among friends, are written with more care than 
others of a more private character, and yet in all the noivrj shines 
through, and those tendencies to which even the strictest Atticism could 
not set bounds, and which have resulted in the Greek of today, may 
here be recognized. Among such tendencies are : in the realm of the 
verb, confusion of the aorist and perfect, the imperfect as the universal 
preterite, the perfect for the present, the pluperfect for the imperfect, 
and increased use of the periphrastic forms both in the indicative and 
in the dependent moods ; in the realm of prepositions, the increasing 
frequency of certain ones which absorb the functions of others, which 
latter finally disappear from use. 

In these studies Dr. Fritz has added a stone to that perfect under- 
standing of the Greek language which all students of that beautiful 
tongue are striving together to build. Hamilton Ford Allen. 

Leipzig, 

Germany. 

Kynewulf, der Bischof und Dichter; Untersuchungen iiber 
seine Werke und sein Leben. Von Dr. Moritz Trautmann, 
ord. Professor an der Universitat Bonn. Bonn: P. Han- 
stein's Verlag, 1898. (Heft I of the "Bonner Beitrage zur 
Anglistik.") Pp. viii+123. M. 3.60. 

Professor Trautmann's study of Kynewulf treats four topics: the 
works of Kynewulf, the interpretation of the passages containing the runes 
that spell the author's name, Kynewulf's language, and Kynewulf's life. 
Under each head is a clear statement of the work and conclusions of 
previous investigators, followed by the author's opinions and his reasons 
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for holding them. The whole is clear and in many points conclusive, 
and is a very valuable monograph. 

We possess four poems in which by a peculiar device the name of 
Kynewulf has been inserted, and it is universally assumed that this is 
the name of the author. The question whether other Old English 
works, not signed in this way, could be ascribed to the same writer has 
been the subject of many investigations, and is treated by Trautmann in 
the first section of his book. He makes a careful comparison of lan- 
guage and meter, and reaches the conclusion that only the four poems 
thus signed are certainly his, but that three others are probably so. The 
argument from language seems to be carried too far; that from meter is 
much more conclusive, and it is not easy to see how it can be answered. 

Part II treats of the runic passages. It must be admitted that new 
light has been thrown on some parts of these peculiarly difficult pas- 
sages, but on the whole they still remain obscure. Trautmann's theory 
that the runes stand always for nouns to which they are initial, but 
not necessarily for the rune-name itself, gives a chance for a host of 
conjectures, but takes away the certainty that any one is correct. 

Part III is a contribution to the study of the dialect of Kyne- 
wulf, but only a contribution. It is yet too early to decide in all cases 
whether a peculiarity belongs to the dialect of the author or to that of 
his transcriber, who turned the works into West Saxon. 

Most of the fourth part is taken up with arguments to prove the 
identity of the poet with Kynewulf, bishop of Lindisfarne, who died at 
an advanced age about A. D. 780. Our author is rather more dog- 
matic here than the facts warrant ; the proofs that he brings, even if 
accepted without question, show only that Kynewulf the poet was prob- 
ably an ecclesiastic and may well have lived in the eighth century. 
The conclusion that he was the same person as the bishop rests on the 
implied assumption that there was only one ecclesiastic of that name 
at that date. But against this identification there is no argument at 
all, and the conclusion may well be accepted, at least provisionally. 

If all the "Bonner Beitrage zur Anglistik" are as good as Heft I, 

they will prove a valuable contribution to the study of English. 1 

F. A. Blackburn. 
The University of Chicago. 

1 Since writing this review Heft II of the Beitrage has been received (Bonn, 
1899; pp. 192; M. 4.80), containing four articles on Old English literature, two of which 
will prove of interest to the readers of Heft I, viz.: Trautmann's note on "Cynewulf's 
Runenstellen" (pp. 118-20) and Gerhard Murkens' study on the "Old English 
Exodus" (pp. 62-117). 



